
 

 

A Message from Our President:  
 

It’s another sweltering  summer evening. So much for 
the global warming naysayers. Somehow we manage 
without air conditioning or heat and an indoor 
outhouse. Can’t get much simpler than that.  
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank some of our 
members who have provided considerable help to the 
club. First I wish to thank Alice Vaughn and Alan 
Thomas who were instrumental along with Gigi Fris in 
getting  another grant from the Coyote Foundation for 
$5000.  Thank you! And I wish to thank David Rocco 
for his assistance in building  the dock platform to make 
it easier for people get from the shore to the Woody 
Guthrie, at the Clearwater Revival.  And I wish to thank 
Mike Basso and Aaron Haves for their work on the 
building. Work is continuing on the building. We hope 
to finish the work by the end of August. 
 
We have raised $2000 to meet the raise the Sail 
Challenge Grant of $2000  for a total of $4000 dollars. 
The Living River Regatta has been postponed due to a 
lack of  boat registrations. None of the Sailing Clubs 
has had a good turnout or their events. This is just not 
a good year for sailing events. 
 
The executive committee has established a new video 
policy. All individuals wishing to video at Beacon Sloop 
Club Meetings or Events must first obtain approval of 
the Ex-committee.  Approval will be decided on a case 
by case basis.  
 
 

  
 

August 2012 
 

Serving the Hudson River with Pride for 39 Years 
 

NEXT EXEC. COM. MEETING IS Tuesday, August 28th 7:00 p.m.  
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Broadside 

The Corn Festival is Sunday August 12, Set up will 
begin at 8:30 Am.  We will need volunteers for set up 
and for the festival. I look forward to seeing all of you 
there. 
 
 The Annual Volunteer sail on the Sloop Clearwater 
is scheduled for 11 am Saturday  August 25. Please 
call David Eberle to make reservations 

 
David Eberle President 

Inside this issue:   
Sold-out Events, the Woody is a real ferry sloop for 

a day, it’s Corn Festival time, and much, more…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                    

Photo by Aimee LabBarr SRO crowd at the Woody Guthrie Centennial Concert 



 

BSC Officers 2012 
 

President:      David Eberle                242-7822  davideb@aol.com 
Vice President:      Saul Rozinsky  496-5617   rozinsky@frontiernet.net 
Treasurer:      Sarah Elisabeth    (917)682-4114    sarahannelisabeth@gmail.com 
Secretary:      Vane Lashua  228-8894    vlashua@thnktnk.net 

 

BSC Committee Chairs 
 

Building:       Claudine Craig 895-8758  ccraig2222@yahoo.com 
Environmental:      Steve van der Merwe (914)879-1082  vandermerwede@yahoo.com 

     Sarah Elisabeth     (917)682-4114    sarahannelisabeth@gmail.com 
Environmental Focus Tent: 
       Betty Harkins  831-8606    BetHarkins@aol.com 
       Mark McNutt 
Grants & Development:  

     Kevin Haydon  797-2976    kevin_haydon@yahoo.com 
Festival Music:      Nancy Cahill  831-5774 

     Susan Berliner  297-7697 
Mooring Manager:     Kip Touraine  534-8988    kpmtcarp@aol.com 
Festival Publicity:      Joyce Hanson       (914)907-4928    joycehanson@mac.com  
Membership:      Vane Lashua  228-8894    vlashua@thnktnk.net 
Monthly Music:      Michael R. Scolnick  354-9339    scollaw@optonline.net 
Multrum:       Caitlin O’Heaney  784-1007   zooheaven@juno.com 
Newsletter:      Alan Thomas  463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
Community Relations: 
       David Cohen  566-3210    qbears@verizon.net 
Small Boats:      Kip Touraine  534-8988    kpmtcarp@aol.com 
Solar Trailer:      Saul Rozinsky  496-5617   rozinsky@frontiernet.net 
Sound Bites:      Gigi Fris  883-9794    gigifris@yahoo.com 
Vendor Coordinator:  Mary Schmalz 
        Rosemary Thomas 463-4660    rmthomas99@yahoo.com 
Web Site:      Jim Birmingham    (201)259-9634    jbirmingham@hvc.rr.com 
Woody Guthrie:      Jim Birmingham    (201)259-9634    jbirmingham@hvc.rr.com 
Woody Maintenance:Gigi Fris  883-9794    gigifris@yahoo.com 
Woody Scheduling:   Susan Berliner 297-7697 

 

BSC Membership Form 
 

Name _______________________________ Street Address ____________________________________________ 

 
City _______________ State ___ ZIP _____-____ Phone ___-___-______ Email ________________________ 

 
Membership donation $_________ Renewal ___   New Member ___   Save Our Sloop Fund  donation $_________ 
 

Membership suggested donation $25.00.   Minimum of $10.00.    Please give more if you can afford it! 
If you can’t afford the minimum, the fee may be waived. 

 

Newsletter format(check one):    Printed             E-mail            Please consider e-mail  it saves money and paper. 

 
Additional Members at this address__________________________________ Email________________________________ 
 
                                                        __________________________________ Email_________________________________ 
 

Would you like information on Clearwater Membership?                      How did you hear of us? ________________________ 
   

 

Mail to:   Beacon Sloop Club    P.O. Box 527    Beacon, NY  12508 
 

Link to Online Renewal: http://beaconsloop.org/Join.html 

     The Beacon Sloop Club Broadside 
is the official monthly newsletter of the 
Beacon Sloop Club, Inc. 
     The Beacon Sloop Club, Inc. is a 
non-profit, volunteer environmental 
education/action and sailing organization 
dedicated to cleaning up the Hudson 
River and its environs.  Our main focus 
is the Beacon, Fishkill and Newburgh 

area. 
     Members meet the first Friday of 
every month at the Sloop Club Building 
located just across from the Beacon 
train station.  Look for the building with 
the Norway spruce tree growing out of 
the roof!  A potluck dinner starts at 6:30 
p.m.; bring a covered dish to share and 
your own place setting.  The general 
meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. and lasts 
about an hour or so.  The meeting is 
followed by a sing-along. 
     The Beacon Sloop Club and 
newsletter are accessible from the web:       
www.beaconsloopclub.org. 
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Please submit articles for the Beacon Sloop Club Broadside by the 1
st
 Monday after the Friday general meeting to 

acthoma@yahoo.com, Input requiring scanning must be in 1 week in advance to: 

Alan Thomas, PO Box 430, Hughsonville, NY 12537 

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper, All photos are by Alan Thomas unless otherwise noted. 
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   To our postal mail subscribers: 
As you renew please consider 

converting to an electronic 

subscription. It saves $$s and paper.  

       

If you haven’t yet; Please Renew. 
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 Beacon Sloop Club General 
Meeting Minutes, August 3, 2012 

     Our pickup band of musicians started us off with the 
Carter Family classic “Bury Me Beneath the Willow” and 
got the crowd singing in spite of the heat. 
     David Eberle called the meeting to order and 

welcomed first-time visitors from Beacon, several towns 
in New Jersey, and Sweden. The latter drew a round of 
applause from the membership. 
    Treasury Report – Sarah Elisabeth, many expenses 

cam in this month. The net was -$7033 and our current 
balance is $68,2140. 
     Woody Report – David Cohen, no captains present 
due to a captain’s meeting. The Woody is doing well and 
taking out guests nightly. We need sailors and shore 
support for upcoming events. Ben will be captain for the 
Corn Festival. Steve Schwartz is organizing for the 
Garrison Fine Arts Fair the following week. 
     Building Report – Claudine Craig/Saul Rozinsky: a 
recent work party started replacement of the apron 
boards and discovered an area of termite infestation 
requiring repair to the sill and studs. The apron board is 
being replaces with rot-proof recycled materials. 
    Beer Tasting Event – Susan Berliner/Rosemary 
Thomas: there are still a few tickets available for 
tomorrow night’s event. The Sloop Brewing Company will 
be offering six varieties of artisan brewed beer to sample. 
Hudson Beach Glass is providing hand-blown glasses 
embossed with Pete’s drawing of the Woody. Food is 
being provided by local restaurants. 
     Corn Festival – Rosemary Thomas/Bonnie 
Champion: the festival is next weekend and we need 
volunteers, especially for set-up and take-down. We need 
wood for the corn pot (Sue Altkin, David Cohen, and Pete 
volunteered). David will pick up corn, sound systems, pot, 
tripod, and tents and he does not make vegetarian chili. 
Roland volunteered to take charge of the sound system 
for the children’s area. 
     Betty Harkins has arranged for a new “Meet the 
Authors” area at the festival featuring, Jim Heron, Tom 
Lake, Evan Pritchard, Willa Skinner, and Pete. 
     Legends Project – Sue Altkin: Sue restated her 

desire to create a repository for information about and 
memories of members who are no longer with us. Bill 
Hudson will make a box to receive material. 

Announcements: 
Roland Mousaa: Solar Expo Jam 2012 will take place 
August 17-19th in Vernon NJ. It will feature the 
introduction of the “solar light bulb”. Emily Slavin: is an 
intern working for Sean Patrick Maloney’s congressional 
campaign. They have opened a new office at 18 Main St. 
in Beacon and she needs volunteers, and is looking for 
housing for interns. Time and money are short so contact 
her as soon as possible if you want to help. 

 

The 24th Eco Fest, NYC will be October 7th from 11 to 
6 at Solar 1 Space, 23rd St. and the East River. Bill 
Hudson:  is looking for donated instruments to take on 
his Feel God Tour to West Virginia. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Alan Thomas 
 for Vane Lashua 

Woody Centennial Celebration a Huge Success 
 

    The July 12
th

 concert commemorating the 100
th

 

anniversary of Woody Guthrie’s birth drew a 

standing room only crowd and then some, raising 

$1280 toward the restoration of the Woody. 

    The show featured David and Jacob Bernz, Amy 

Fradon, Spook Handy, Fred Gillen, Steve Kirkman, 

and a guest appearance by Pete Seeger and other 

sloop singers. We are indebted to all of these fine 

musicians for making this a special evening. 

   A big thank you to all who helped with set-up, 

clean-up, food, ticketing, sound, and all the other 

tasks that had to be done. A very special thank you 

goes to Joyce Hanson for organizing and promoting 

this event. The press coverage before and after was 

superb. 

Photo by  Caylena Cahill, http://www.caylena.com 

Enjoying the show from our premium backstage seating 

http://www.caylena.com/


 

Regatta News 
 

   The Living River Regatta has 

been postponed due to a lack of 

entries. We are discussing 

possible dates for early next 

season with local boat clubs.  

   Registrants and supporters who have paid fees or 

made donations will be given the option of a 

refund. 
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    In the CNN interview, Dave says, "Our next steps now 
are to raise the handrails on the staircases, on the 
platforms, fence in those areas, paint the tower, and then 
we're done." The climb, for those who don't mind long 
hikes, is worth it: a breathtaking view that allows the 
viewer to get a glimpse as far north as Albany and as far 
south as Manhattan. 
     Another fascinating and boat related project Dave is 
currently pursuing is located on Manhattan's Lower East 
Side. A group is working hard to establish an educational 
environmental and maritime center on the new Pier 15's 
Maritime Pavilion. "Part of this plan," says David, “would 
be to provide a NYC base of operations for all historic 
ships that travel in the area: the Clearwater, the Half 
Moon, the Onrust, the Woody Guthrie, and any other not-
for profit ship that needs the opportunity for additional 
exposure to grow." 
     After becoming friends with Connie and Art, David 
joined the BSC four years ago. Reading an article is this 
newsletter asking for help to put together a festival docking 
system, Dave volunteered his services this past June. Not 
only did he build a new ramp for the Woody, he also went 
down to Croton Park and made sure all the pieces were 
properly installed. Thanks to his efforts, and those of other 
volunteers, the whole system worked seamlessly, and we 
broke all records for festival guests on the Woody! 
     To say the least, Dave Rocco is a man of action. His 
vision for the community is to be there for special projects 
requiring assistance. He has served on the Walkway's 
Board of Directors and has many other credentials, 
including: being a member of the Advisory Board for 
Bannerman's Island Land Trust, President of the Yorktown 
Community Dog Park, Treasurer of the Friends of FDR 
State Park, Project Manager of the Mt. Beacon Fire Tower 
Restoration Project, and member of the Mt. Beacon Incline 
Railway Society.  
     Ultimately, David understands that not all people have 
the passion or time to get involved in these areas, but 
these projects need individuals to pick up the slack to 
make them successful. He says "I may live in Northern 
Westchester County, but I spend a lot of my time in the 
Beacon area. Who knows, someday, when the time is 
right, my wife and I would consider moving to Beacon. Put 
me somewhere near the Hudson River and I am a very 
happy camper." 
     From Poughkeepsie to Manhattan, David Rocco 
continues to dedicate much of his life and talent to making 
the Hudson Valley a more meaningful place to live or visit. 
We thank him for helping the Beacon Sloop Club and so 
many other wonderful causes. Dave, you are an 
inspiration to us all. Keep connecting those dots! 
 

4 

Sound Bites 
by Gigi Fris 

  
Connecting the Dots: David Rocco, Volunteer Extraordinaire! 
  
   David Rocco lives in Yorktown 
Heights with his wife, Ruby. 
About eleven years ago, he 
retired from a long career in 
construction and carpentry, due 
to an injury. Not one to sit idle, 
he lunged into volunteering, 
applying his vast toolbox of  
skills and knowledge too many worthy causes in our Hudson 
Valley. 
    Having always had a deep love for the beauty and history of 
the Hudson River, David is well read on its explorers (Hudson), 
inventors (Fulton, Morse), well versed in its landscape (Mt. 
Beacon, the Hudson Highlands, Storm King), and an avid 
aficionado of its structures (the Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge, 
the Incline Railroad and Fire Tower of Beacon). He particularly 
admires the river's champions, especially Pete Seeger. 
    For the past eleven years, David has done property 
management, public outreach, lobbying and grant writing for the 
Walkway Over the Hudson. In June of 2007, at the meeting 
where the Dyson Foundation committed their resources to the 
revamping of the bridge, he met Pete Seeger, Fran Dunwell, 
and John Cronin; however, he did not feel comfortable 
approaching Pete because "I saw how people were constantly 
reaching out to him for every last cause under the sun." 
    Serendipity, or fate, soon intervened on Mr. Rocco's behalf. 
That same month, as he was working the outreach table at the 
Clearwater Festival promoting the Walkway Over the Hudson, 
who should stroll up for a long chat regarding the status of the 
project? Pete, of course. Rocco recalls, “Unbeknown to me at 
that time, Pete and Toshi were members of the Walkway 
organization. I had the privilege of giving two books to Pete that 
day. One was called Bridging the Hudson, by author Carleton 
Mabee, who received a 1944 Pulitzer for writing a biography of 
Samuel Morse. As far as I know, Carleton is alive and well in 
Gardiner, N.Y., at the ripe age of 98. Dr. Mabee has also written 
a book on Sojourner Truth; from what I have learned, Pete has 
a fondness and appreciation for her. The other text I gave him 
was Bridges Over the Hudson." 
    Before the two gentlemen parted that day, Pete promised to 
write two letters of support for Walkway grants that David was 
working on, whose deadlines were close. Pete quickly 
composed the necessary letters, and the project was awarded 
both grants. "From that day forward, I was blessed to have the 
opportunity to continue to meet with Pete and now consider 
myself a friend to one of 'America's Treasures.' "says Dave. 
    Another Hudson Valley project near and dear to David 
Rocco's heart is the restoration of the Beacon Fire Tower. 
According to a July 2012 CNN report, " Mt. Beacon's fire tower 
was last used to spot smoke and flames on state forests in 
1975. Desk maps and triangulation devices targeted locations 
before park rangers radioed for help, a modern system long 
before GPS and cell phones." 
    A combination of deterioration and vandalism has almost 
reduced the fire tower to rubble, until a group of dedicated 
volunteers vowed to bring it back to life. 10 years later, the final 
touches to the tower are being put in place, just in time for the 
Hudson River Ramble in September. 
     


