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A Message from Our President  
 

 Friends,  
 

As the New Year begins, I wish to acknowledge a debt 
of gratitude to officers Susan Berliner, Vince Farina, 
Aaron Verdile and Tom Elliot for guiding the Club 
through a most critical time in the face of a once-in-
century crisis. They have smoothed the transition 
process and prepared us for the challenges to come.    
   A special note of thanks goes to Susan who 
has generously provided advice and wisdom, patiently 
answered questions, and gone over everything.  The 
members of the Executive Board have also been 
extremely gracious in welcoming new officers.  While 
other institutions are threatened by the headwinds of 
the pandemic, the Beacon Sloop Club perseveres. 
    As members arrived for the December 18th Holiday 
Sing, what to their wondering eyes should appear but a 
festively decorated clubhouse!  Aaron had decked the 
hall with cheerful holiday lights.  Neither wind, nor 
rain, nor cold, nor gloom of night could stop the merry 
revelers from spreading holiday cheer.  A heart-felt 
thanks to all those who decorated, brought food, made 
music, and to all who listened and sang along. 
    David Eberle kicked off the holiday season by 
generously opening the doors of his beautiful home for 
a wonderful holiday party. There was plenty of 
delicious food, delightful music provided by the Judith 
Tulloch Band, and good cheer and conversation.  
David announced that many generous donations had 
been collected during the party.  
    Alas, the MLK parade has been canceled for 
another year. We set our sights on January 2023 when 
 

 

NEXT EXEC. COM. MEETING Tuesday, January 25, 6:00 p.m.  
NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING Friday, February 4 7:30 p.m., Potluck at 6:30 p.m.                                                 
 

we hope to bring our voices, our hearts and our '60's 
spirit to reignite a grand Beacon tradition. 
    Everyone in the Club is saddened to hear of the 
passing of Rene Vivo, beloved club member and friend 
of many. 
    Our thoughts are with Connie Hogarth and Betty 
Harkins. Betty has returned to Northern Westchester 
Restorative, and it is reported that she would enjoy 
receiving phone calls and visitors.  We send our best 
wishes to Wayne Kocher and everyone else who is 
struggling with COVID.  We keep all of you in our 
hearts. 
A special thanks goes to Alan Thomas who expertly 
addressed all the technical challenges for a last-minute 
switch to remote for the January meeting. 
 

Happy New Year in 2022!  
 

Rob 
 



 

BSC Membership Form 
 
Name _______________________________ Street Address ____________________________________________ 

 
City _______________ State ___ ZIP _____-____ Phone ___-___-______ Email ________________________ 
 
Household Membership donation $_________ Renewal ___   New Member ___    
 

Membership suggested donation $25.00.   Minimum of $10.00.    Please give more if you can afford it! 
If you can’t afford the minimum, the fee may be waived. 

 

Newsletter format (check one):    Printed             E-mail            Please consider e-mail it saves money and paper. 
 

Additional Members at this address__________________________________ Email________________________________ 
 
                                                        __________________________________ Email_________________________________ 
 
Would you like information on Clearwater Membership?                    I would like to help with __________________________ 

   
 

Mail to:   Beacon Sloop Club    P.O. Box 527    Beacon, NY  12508 
 

Link to Online Renewal: http://beaconsloop.org/Join.html 

     The Beacon Sloop Club Broadside 
is the official monthly newsletter of the 
Beacon Sloop Club, Inc. 
     The Beacon Sloop Club, Inc. is a 
non-profit, volunteer environmental 
education/action and sailing organization 
dedicated to cleaning up the Hudson 
River and its environs.  Our main focus is 
the Beacon, Fishkill and Newburgh 
area. 
     Members meet the first Friday of every 
month at the Sloop Club Building 
located just across from the Beacon train 
station.  Look for the building with the 
Norway spruce tree growing out of the 
roof!  A potluck dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.; 
bring a covered dish to share and your 
own place setting.  The general meeting 
starts at 7:30 p.m. and lasts about an 
hour or so.  The meeting is followed by a 
sing-along. 
     The Beacon Sloop Club and 
newsletter are accessible from the web:       
www.beaconsloopclub.org. 
 
 

2 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

BSC Officers 2022 
 
President:          Robert May          (845)661-5123    robertmay2394@gmail.com 
Vice President:          Patricia Finnerty   (267)908 0716   patriciafinnerty267@gmail.com 
Treasurer:          Aaron Verdile       (914)503-6227   EXTproductions@hotmail.com 
Secretary:          Ivy Kogan          (845)282-9405  ivykogan@gmail.com 
 

BSC Committee Chairs and Contacts 
 
Building:            David Eberle         (845)242-7822    davideb@aol.com 
           Vince Farina         (845)656 9546     intraining_99@yahoo.com 
Community Relations:   David Eberle         (845)242-7822    davideb@aol.com 
Environment:         Tom LaBar         (845)831-4267       labarrt@gmail.com 
Environmental Tent:      Tom Elliott          (518) 265-6676  tomelliott789@gmail.com 
           Mark McNutt 
Festival Music:          Susan Berliner      (845)527-8671 
Festival Publicity:          Joyce Hanson       (914)907-4928    joycehanson@mac.com  
Finance:                    Alan Thomas         (845)463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
Grants & Dev.               James Malchow       908)405-1433   jpmalchow@gmail.com 
Harbor Membership       
Mooring Manager:         Ben Fiege                (845)764-5884      fiege.benjamin@gmail.com 
Harbor Communications   Jeremy Baum       (914)213-5353    jeremybaum@jeremybaum.com 
Lecture Series           Steve van der Merwe  (914)879-1082     vandermerwede@yahoo.com 
                                      Alan Thomas         (845)463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
Membership:          Alan Thomas         (845)463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
MLK Day          Bonnie Champion  (845)255-6436   bonniejchampion@gmail.com 
Monthly Music:          Ken Miller           (201)376-1316    powwow187@aol.com 
Musical Outreach:         Ken Miller           (201)376-1316    powwow187@aol.com 
Newsletter:          Alan Thomas         (845)463-4660    acthoma@yahoo.com 
Small Boats:  
Town Liaison           Tom LaBarr           (845)831-4267    labarrt@gmail.com 
Vendor Coordinator:      Rosemary Thomas    (845)463-4660    rmthomas99@yahoo.com 
Web Site:          Metal                     (646) 481-6360     metal@stationbuilt.com 
                                      James Brown                                    empulsetech@gmail.com 
Woody Sailors           James Malchow      (908)405-1433   jpmalchow@gmail.com 
Woody Maintenance:     Steve Schwartz    (845)462-7756    sloopcapt@aol.com 
                                      Max Smith 
Woody Scheduling:        Susan Berliner     (845)527-8671 

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper, All photos are by Alan Thomas unless otherwise noted. 

Volume 49 Issue 1 If you haven’t yet; Please Renew. 

Woody Captains: 
Jim Birmingham, Patrick Gallagher, 

Tom LaBarr, Ben Mazer,  
Steve Schwartz, 
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Beacon Sloop Club General Meeting 

Minutes, July 7, 2022, recorded by Ivy Kogan 

The Beacon Sloop Club Membership Meeting was held both 
remotely (virtual) and at the clubhouse on 01/04/2022; 
Robert May presiding as President, with Patricia Finnerty 
(Vice President), Ive Kogan (Secretary) and Aaron Verdile 
(Treasurer) in attendance as officers. The Board of Directors 
included Alan Thomas, Joyce Hanson, Steve Schwartz, 
Tom LaBarr, Susan Berliner, Rosemary Thomas, Vince 
Farina, Tom Elliot, Bonnie Champion and Betty Harkins in 
spirit. We were joined by 40+ remote members. Ken Miller 
began the meeting with a warm song. Rob May brought the 
meeting to order at 7:33p.m.  
 

Treasurer’s Report:   
Aaron Verdile presented the November 2021 Profit and 
Loss Statement.  The total balance of November 2021 was 
$99,732.64. The total income for November 2021 was 
$2,017.20. The total expenses for the month of November 
2021 were $2,820.39. The Net Operating Income reported 
was ($803.19).   
 

Holiday Sing: 
Susan Berliner spoke about the Holiday Sing.  Susan 
thanked everyone who came to the event and the wonderful 
musicians who played.   Susan stated that Aaron did a great 
job with sound and lights.  All proceeds received from the 
Holiday Sing will be donated to Common Ground Farm.  
Aaron chimed-in and stated the money raised will be noted 
in the December report, and that the total received so far 
was approximately $624.00. 
 

Woody Report: 
Steve Schwartz delivered the Woody Report. The Woody is 
at the Haverstraw Marina, and everything is okay.  Steve 
hasn’t heard of any issues.  The new cable is in.  Max Smith 
(Assistant Maintenance Coordinator) is doing an amazing 
job organizing and preparing for the spring.  Steve stated 
there should be no excuse for people not to come down to 
the Marina in the spring and help get the Woody in the 
water for the sailing season. 
 

Winter Lecture: 
Alan Thomas presented the winter lecture series.  On 
January 20th, Joyce Hanson is organizing a virtual 
video/documentary of the Story of Plastics.  There will be a 
video link to watch the video, and afterwards a Zoom 
discussion for members who would like to participate.  The 
event starts at 7:00 pm (link will be shared).  On February 
10th, Guy Davis is expected to come to The Beacon Sloop 
Club, as he would prefer to have an in-person performance.  
The Board of Directors is deciding if we will be holding a 
limited attendance event or planning to cancel due to the 
on-going pandemic.  In April, we will host a DEC Eel 
program for kids; the event is scheduled to take place either 
on 4/2 or 4/23.  
 

Building Report: 
Vince Farina presented the building report.  Vince Farina, 
Susan Berliner and a few members stopped the tree leak, 
then replaced and cleaned the light fixtures.  Antony Tseng 
took two fire extinguishers for inspection.  One requires a 
hydro the other was not a type that they service. Tom 
Labarr contacted Safeco., and they are waiting for parts 
 
 
 
 

required for the upgrade to 4/5G.  Steve Schwartz offered 
Japanese Maple wood, but it needs to be split.  Steve will 
keep the wood at his home until needed. 
 

Clearwater: 
Steve Stanne presented the Clearwater report. Steve 
Stanne thanked The Beacon Sloop Club and David Eberle 
for the recent fundraising event held for Clearwater.  The 
Clearwater boat is out of the water for the winter and 
receiving the necessary repairs for spring – located at 
Scarano Boat Building in Albany, NY.  Exciting news: David 
Toman will serve as the new Executive Director; David 
served recently as the CFO at the Mohonk Preserve.  On 
January 13th, at 6:30pm, there will be a virtual (remote) 
event – The Green Amendment: How it will change New 
York’s Environmental Future.  Clearwater is working on a 
strategic plan to be more sustainable and strengthen the 
organization for the future.  
 

Environmental Report: 
Tom Labarr stated for members to start planning their 
gardens.  Tom Labarr emphasized the importance of 
growing food, as well as eating and shopping for local 
vegetables to reduce the carbon footprint.  If you have any 
questions on how to set up a garden, Tom is available to 
speak. 
 

Martin Luther King Parade: 
Bonnie Champion presented on status but was having 
technical difficulties (Bonnie's audio was not working).  Rob 
May announced that the Martin Luther King parade and 
meeting at the Salem Tabernacle are canceled on January 
17th.  Since children had already participated in the Martin 
Luther King essay, the review of the essays will be held at 
David Eberle’s home on Sunday, January 10th.  

Motion:  
Aaron Verdile motioned the approval of the Budget 
presented at the December meeting.  Gail Moran asked 
what the budget was before approving.   The budget was 
confirmed as $51,000.  Gail second the motion and 
members approved the budget. 

Announcements 
René Vivo, a former member of the Beacon Sloop Club, 
passed away on December 25th.  The Beacon Sloop club 
donated $50.00 to René Vivo’s family.  
Joyce Hanson shared that The Beacon Sloop Club is still 
accepting donations for Common Ground Farm until 
January 31st.  If members would like to donate, please 
make checks payable to The Beacon Sloop and in the 
memo (of the check) write “Common Ground Farm.”  
Hope asked if the Beacon Sloop Club would send a card to 
Connie Hogarth.  She is not feeling well.  Alan Thomas 
volunteered to send a card to Connie. 
Ellen Kirscher asked if the sailing class will be offered soon.  
Rob May stated he will speak to James Malchow about the 
sailing class offering.  
Allan Zollner shared that the Great Newburgh to Beacon 
Hudson River Swim will be held on July 30, 2022. The event 
will be held mid-morning (still deciding on time).  
Registration will be in the spring. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business, Rob May adjourned the meeting 
at 8:18pm. 
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Hudson Valley Environmental Related News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Battle is not over as Danskammer Company has 
Appealed their DEC Air Permit denial  

 
    In early December, Danskammer Energy, LLC filed a request 
for an adjudicatory hearing after the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) announced 
on Oct. 27 that it had denied the Title V Air Permit for the $500 
million Danskammer Energy Center expansion project in 
Newburgh. The same day the DEC also rejected an air permit 
for the Astoria Gas Turbine Power project in Queens. 

 
Appalachian Trail Hikers 
    Three former Newburgh Scout troop members (#4027), now 
adults, who use the nicknames Aqua Dog, Savage, and Trainer, 
walked the 2,100-mile Appalachian Trail which begins at 
Springer Mountain, Georgia and ends at the border of Maine. It 
took about five months (Orange County Post- Sentinel 
11/19/21).  
     Walking even a few miles on any part of the Appalachian, or 
on many of the trails in the Hudson Valleys infects one with the 
beauty of nature; all need our continued protection. 
 
Beacon Institute for Rivers and Estuaries Provides Public 
Education 
    Located on Denning’s Point Beacon, the Institute for Rivers 
and Estuaries, is part of the Hudson Valley campus of Clarkson 
University. Their main campus is in Potsdam. “The mission of 
the Institute is to conduct studies to find solutions for issues 
related to estuary and freshwater ecosystems throughout the 
Hudson Valley and across New York State.” 
    Besides research, the Institute, provides education to college 
age students, the public and the younger population, as they 
sponsor programs for public school children. This fall, over 
1,200 students from grades 5-12 were involved. The students 
were from the Beacon and Newburgh school districts.  
Educational programs included: live animal studies, ecological 
and Algonquin Civilization exhibitions (online 
Clarkson.edu/academics/Beacon). 
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The Hudson Valley Repair Café 
 
    I arrived in December at 10a.m to the New Paltz 
United Methodist Church and was directed to their 
basement where tables were being set up by various 
skilled volunteers. There were sewing, wood repair, 
electrical and mechanical tables. I carried my lamp 
and a waffle iron given to me by my mother, that is 
over 60 years old, both broken.  I watched in awe as 
an antique chair and very old slot machine were 
repaired, and of course my items. The young man who 
worked about 20 minutes, mainly on the waffle iron, 
has a job during the week, but volunteers at no charge 
on his days off.  The cost of the service is “by 
donation only.” Volunteers pinned on the walls 
several posters, one read: “If you do not agree with the 
phases of the moon, get a ladder and repair it” (An 
African Hausa joke). Another had words by Pete 
Seeger. 
    Originated in 2009 in the Netherlands, the reasons 
for a repair café were to reduce waste, 
overconsumption, and to avoid more pollution of our 
mother earth. In 2013, the first Repair Café in this area 
was started at the New Platz United Methodist 
Church. Our own Beacon Sloop member Anthony 
Tseng, in 2016, organized and ran a Beacon Repair 
Café at the Howland Cultural Center for three years.  
Green Beacon and the Beacon Housing Authority 
have expressed interest in starting the Beacon Café 
once again. Find the days and location of an area Café 
Repair at: www.Repair Cafe HV.org  
 
Submitted by: Nora Gallardo, Member of the 
Beacon Sloop Club 
 

Photos by Nora Gallardo 
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Joy and Music as the Holiday Sing Returned  

to the  
Beacon Sloop Club 

 
    With covid protocols in place, the Holiday Sing, a long Sloop Club tradition, returned to the clubhouse. It was a great 
chance to showcase the talents of our many musicians, explore the music of many faiths and cultures, and ring out a 
challenging year with song. 
    A huge thank you to Aaron, who not only served as MC and sound man, but decorated the clubhouse and started the fires 
as well. He’s truly a man of many talents. Of course, we thank all those who performed, brought food, or just added their 
voices to the chorus as well. 
   It’s also a Sloop Club tradition to collect donations at this event to provide support to those in our community who are 
nutritionally challenged. 
   If you missed the sing, we are still accepting donations for Our Holiday Common Ground Food Bank Fundraiser 
throughout January. Please make checks out to the Beacon Sloop Club - memo Common Ground Food Donation - and mail 
to The Beacon Sloop Club, PO Box 527, Beacon, NY 12508. 
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We are absolutely thrilled that Blues Legend, Guy 
Davis has agreed to come to the Sloop Club for a very 
special event.  However, with the current surge in 
Covid sweeping the area we are closely monitoring the 
situation and may need to make adjustments to our 
plans, Stay tuned. 

Please join us for a virtual screening of the 
documentary film, “The Story of Plastic” 
followed by a panel discussion led by Megan 
Wolff, Policy Director of Beyond Plastics. 
 

Watch the film online and then join the 
Zoom meeting for the discussion and Q&A. 
The event is free, but you must register to 
receive the viewing and Zoom links. Please 
film prior to the event and join the Zoom 
promptly. 
 

To Register: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lecture-series-the-
story-of-plastic-post-viewing-discussion-tickets-
243629591667  
 
The film’s runtime is 96 minutes, so please leave 
enough time to view it prior to the discussion. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lecture-series-the-story-of-plastic-post-viewing-discussion-tickets-243629591667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lecture-series-the-story-of-plastic-post-viewing-discussion-tickets-243629591667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lecture-series-the-story-of-plastic-post-viewing-discussion-tickets-243629591667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lecture-series-the-story-of-plastic-post-viewing-discussion-tickets-243629591667
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_a8LVGlnsQ9WBwgSU3auVEg


 
 

 
Volume 49 Issue 1 

5 

In Memoria 
Rene Vivo 1956-2021 
Former member, sailor,  

and friend to the Beacon Sloop Club 

https://www.allyoukneadny.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone wishing to join a Woody crew can 
contact any captain or James Malchow to sign up. 
No experience is required. We will train you. 
 
 

BSC Executive Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, January 25 

6:00 – 8:30pm 
At the Clubhouse 

 
 

 Beacon Sloop Club Membership Meeting 
Friday, February 4 ⋅6:30 – 10:00pm 

At the clubhouse  
 
 

Details of calendar events may be found elsewhere in the newsletter. 
For more info about the BSC: www.beaconsloop.org, or www.beaconsloopclub.org 

 

Current Calendar 

The Green Amendment: How it will Change 
New York’s Future 

Jan. 13, 6:30 pm 
online BSC Lecture Series: 

An Evening with Guy Davis 
Thursday, Feb. 10 

7:00 pm 
At the Clubhouse 

The MLK parade and live events have been 
canceled due to Covid concerns. 

 
Jan. 17th 

Please honor the memory of Dr. King  
in your own way. 

 

BSC Lecture Series: The Story of Plastic 
Thursday, Jan. 20 

7:00 pm 
Online 

Film available for viewing 72hrs before. 
Register Here 

Please Note: 
While we much prefer to have in-person events and 
meetings, we are carefully monitoring the Covid 
situation, rules, and recommendations. All events 
are subject to change.  Check your email and the 
BSC website for updates. 

Clearwater is currently collecting valuable 
auction items for our upcoming Spirit of the 
Hudson Gala. They are looking for unique 
experiences, collectibles and antiques, locally 
produced items, gift certificates or community 
services. If you'd like to contact them with 
questions or to donate items, please email Ann 
Mellor at ann@clearwater.org. 
 

http://www.beaconsloop.org/
http://www.beaconsloopclub.org/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_a8LVGlnsQ9WBwgSU3auVEg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_a8LVGlnsQ9WBwgSU3auVEg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lecture-series-the-story-of-plastic-post-viewing-discussion-tickets-243629591667
https://www.clearwater.org/gala/
mailto:auction@clearwater.org
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